MAYOR'S COMMISSION ON GROUP RELATIONS 


Monting of June 172.1952 
Commissioners Present: 
Mrs. Mary Burch John Cahill Philip Hoggard 
Jerry Leopaldi Alexander Mark John Marks 
James Melnyeluk Angel Torres Samel Weitzman 
Staff Present: 
Daniel S, Anthory Walter Chambers 
Guests Present: 
Mrs. Olga Northwood, Newark Tenants League and Newark Fair Housing Practices Committees 
Rev. A, Lafayette Washington, Baptist Minis ters r e E John E. Hudson, Housing 
Committee, Clinton Hill Neighborhood Council; Kenneth Johnson, tenant, Belmont Avec 


The meeting was called to order at 8:15 P.M. by Vice Chairman Jerry Leopaldio 
Workshop Ass't Director Walter Chambers reported on the scholarship 
— awards for the summer workshops in human relations. A total 

of $670. will be awarded to the following listed qualified 
Newark residents: Misses Judy Isacoff and Joan Ellis, $1756, 
half scholarships for the Encampment for Citizenship; Miss 
Esther Isacoff, $32. scholarship for the NCCJ Brotherhood Youth 
Camp. Six scholarships in the amount of $48. each for the 
Rutgers workshops for Misses Anne Brown and Bernadine LeHommede, 
Martland Medical Center School of Nursing; Miss Fredericka 
Appleby, Newark Housing Authority; Mrs. Ann Winkler, Newark 
Housing Authority; Sgt. John Bradley, Newark Police Departments; 
Mrs. Emma Pitts, Clinton Hill Neighborhood Councils 

Commissioner James Melnychuk moved that the report be ao- 
cepted and the scholarships presented to the persons-named. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner John Marks and pessoa unani= 
mously. (Awards will be made on naea dune 24 by Leo Po 
Carlin, Mayor.) 


Director's 
Moeting 


olen 


Director Dan Anthony reported on his meeting with Mr. 
Owen Malady, Director of the Welfare Division to discuss the 
matter of racial designations on certain forms used by the 
Divisione (This is a matter which was brought to the attention 
of the Commission at the May meeting). 

In answer to the question of racial designations Mr. Mae 
lady stated that these are state forms and race is included ac- 
cording to State requirenents. 

On the question, what about the form which states, “name 
a prominent white citizen who knows the client", Mr, Malady 
stated that this form has been discontimed. 

Mr. Anthony reported on the national conference of State 
Divisions Against Discrimination held in West Orange. Some 14+ 
states were represented at this conference which is convened 
to exchange policy, ideas and approaches among these agencies. 
He stated that the two major things which came out of the Con- 
ference were: 1. The need for research work before any job 
of action can be accomplished 2, The importance of private 
housing as the backbone of the intergroup relations problems 
in the United States today. Most of the discussion centered 
on open-cccupansy housings 

The revised copy of the draft of Volume III of the Survey 
Report had been submitted to Larry Northwood of the Technical 
Advisory Comittee and Sam Weitzman of the Commission Survey 
Committee. The corrections in the first draft which were 
noted by the Commission have been incerporated in the second 
draft. The final copy will be submitted to the Commission 


on or about June 25, 1959. 
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Dr, Larry Northwood forwarded a memo to the Commission 
outlining a plan for editing and publishing a text book volume 
on the entire report. Copies of this plan were distributed to 
each Commissioner. Commissioner J. Marks moved that the Staff 
and Technical. Advisory Committee be given the go-ahead to ime 
plement any plans for the condensation and publication of the 
Survey Report. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Pe 
Hoggard and passed unanimously. 

Director Dan Anthony read a letter addressed to Mayor Carlin 
from Mr. We He Coburger of the Girard Place Association. The 
letter referred to the newspaper accounts of the variance hear= 
ing before the City Council involving the leaguers and their 
efforts to get a variance for 750 Clinton Avenue. The letter 
stated that the articles in the Afro-American and Herald News 
are "incendiary" and likely "to create a racial incident". 

The articles under discussion were circulated among the Com 
missioners. 

Mro Anthony stated that he had been in touch with three — 
representatives of the Association and invited them to appear 
before the Commission to tell their story. However, the group 
decided to come to the Commission office on Thursday or Friday 
to express their feelings to the Staff in private. 

Commissioner Mary Burch, founder and director of the 
Leaguers, Inc., related to the Commission the background and 
implications of the situation which led up to the letter from 
the Girard Place Association. She stated that the Leaguers 
have dons nothing to precipitate hostile feelings but have 
been the victims of abuse and insults. Mrs, Burch gave examples 
of incidents of harrassment against the young people and against 


her. She also told of their dealings with the Board of Adjust- 


He 
ment and the building inspector, Mr. John Arthuro 

The situation now stands that the Leaguers are planning 
to embark on a building fund campaign in order to construct 
a firesproof building on the Clinton Avenue site, She reported 
that many Newarkers have shown an interest in helping the 
Leaguers get a headquarters by sending financial contributions. 
A foundation has indicated an interest in giving half of the 
building funds if the Leaguers can match with the other half. 

Mrs, Burch concluded by stating that the Leaguers plan 
to abide by any and all building codes of the City in acquiring 
a headquarters, She further stated that they do not intend to 
permit the matter to become a political issue. 

A group representing the Newark Tenants League, Newark Fair 
Housing Practice Committee and the Clinton Hill Neighborhood 
Council appeared to report on housing conditions and rent gouging 
ån the City of Newark. 

Rev. Washington opened with the statement that a new pat- 
tern is developing: whites are being discriminated against 
as a mtter of profit. He elaborated on how white families 
are being evicted from apartments and Negro families being 
given these same apartments at a mich higher rental. Reve 
Washington commented further on the problem of excessive rente 
als and the poor housing conditions and inadequate services 
which Negroes are receiving for their rent money. He said that 
the majority of these cases have been found in Clinton Hii1 
and the Central Ward. Numerous complaints have been made to 
the Ministers’ Associations 
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Mrs. Northwood commented that this situation had been 
developing slowly but is happening mch more rapidly in recent. 
months, The various commnity councils, Clinton Hill and 
Central Newark in particular, have received many complaints 
abat these increased rents, The pressure on these organiza- 
tions to do something about the problem led to the formation of 
the Newark Fair Housing Practices Committee, which is a citizens‘ 
group comprised of individuals and organizations. Mrs. Northwood 
added that while these housing conditions end rent gouging 
occur most frequently in Clinton Hill and ths Central Ward, 
they are spilling over into other areas. 

Mro Johnson, a tenant in 549 Belmont Aveme, a building 
which is slated for this rent gouging, recounted his stary. 

His was the story of each family in the building, (3 white, 

3 Negro), being notified by the real estate firm which is soon 
to take over the building that rents will be raised from an 
average of $53. to $110. monthly, effective July 1. 

When the tenants appealed to the prospective landlord they 
were given a prospectus which showed what other landlords are doing 
and flatly told that they were not expected to pay the higher rent 
but it was hoped that they would move. He had plans to convert 
the building into more milti-family units renting by the week, 

Mr. Judson of the Clinton Hill Neighborhood Council Housing 
Committee gave specific examples of the cases under discussione 
Some of these were: 116 Shanley Aveme, where tenants who re- 
ported violations to the Health Dept. have been given rent 
increases from $95. to $1359 81 Seymour Aveme, whites have 
been forced out by increases in rent and Negroes moved in at 


bem 
vents from 10 =- 20% more, Services have declined and the 
building is showing signs of deterioration. He cited other 
examples on various streets in Clinton Hill. 

Mr. Johnson then distributed copies of an 8 point program 
prepared and adopted by the Clinton Hill Neighborhood Council. 

In the discussion which followed these presentations, the 
problem was expanded still further. Some of the points mentioned 
were: 

le The cases in which some tenants mst pay a $5.00 per day 
penalty fee when pehind in rento 

2. The very bad housing conditions on Baldwin Street, 
Morris Avenue, 15th Aveme and Holland Ste 

3. The importance of this problem of housing and rent 
gouging as it relates to the urban renewal plans for the City 
of Newark. 

Rev. Washington addressed a question to the Commission: to 
whom or to what other agencies can the Committee go to present these 
problems? Commissioner Hoggard suggested that the Committee 
should appear before the City Council again with a mass of 
citizens voicing and showing their concern over the problemo 
He also suggested that perhaps the Mayor needs to appoint an 
emergency Commission or committee to hear complaints and problems 
in the field of rental housing and to facilitate the movement 
of these complaints through the courts. 


Follow-Up of 


The Survey: A 
Program of Action 


y= 

Mes. Northwood added that the Committee had tried to get a 
hearing with Mayor Carlin but was turned down on the grounds that 
there was nothing that he could do because of the absence of 
rent controle 

This discussion was concluded with a motion presented by 
Commissioner Al Mark, "That the Commission Staff be authorized to 
act in behalf of the Commission to investigate the facts in rent 
gouging and housing and to take any and all remedial steps in 
the name of the Commission during the summer period". The. 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Pe Hoggard and passed unani= 
mouslyo 

Commissioner Leopaldi thanked the guests for appearing before 
the Commission and dismissed them from the meeting. 

In summing up a brief discussion on the Survey Report Ceme 
missioner Melnychuk made a motion that the Staff be authorized 
to act for the Commission jin setting up any action program to met 
the problems situations reported in the Survey. Any such program 
will be submitted to the Commission for review and approval. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Angel Torres and passed 
unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 PoM. 


